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The kids in Room 207 were misbehaving again. Spitballs stuck to the ceiling. Paper planes whizzing

through the air. They were the worst-behaved class in the whole school. So begins this quirky

classic, first published in 1977 and still relevant today as a lighthearted reminder to show our

appreciation to those we value. The students donâ€™t proffer a shred of respect for their

good-natured teacher Miss Nelson, but when the witchy substitute Miss Viola Swamp appears on

the scene, they start to regret their own wicked ways. James Marshallâ€™s scritchy, cartoonish

full-color ink and wash illustrations are hilarious. A back-to-school perennial!
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Like a lot of children, I came to discover Miss Nelson in a kind of roundabout way. A child of the 80s,

I am a first-generation "Reading Rainbow" graduate. Which is to say, I watched it from the

beginning. One of the earliest episodes of this remarkable PBS program was a reading of the story

"Miss Nelson Is Back". For years I lay under the mistaken impression that this was the first, heck the

ONLY Miss Nelson book put together by that crazy duo of Harry Allard and James Marshall.

Imagine my surprise when I discovered (much to my delight) the delightful "Miss Nelson Is Missing".

Here is where the Miss Nelson saga all started, and it is a joy to page through.As the book points

out immediately, the kids in Room 207 were the worst behaved class in the whole school. They



were rude and nasty and they didn't pay any attention to their sweet-natured teacher Miss Nelson.

One day, however, Miss Nelson does not come to school. In her place is the nasty, mean,

foul-tempered witch Miss Viola Swamp. A true crone through and through, Miss Swamp immediately

whips the children into shape. They are crushed by homework and forced to work that's long and

hard. It's not too long after Miss Swamp's arrival that the children start yearning for the lovely Miss

Nelson. Unfortunately, no one seems to be able to find her. Finally, one day Miss Nelson comes

back and the class is as well behaved as it can be. Only the telltale black dress hanging in Miss

Nelson's closet suggests that there may have been more to the class's transformation than initially

met the eye.The story is one that children instantly love. After all, they feel incredibly intelligent

when they discover on their own that Miss Nelson and Miss Viola Swamp are one and the same.
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